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WHAT'S OUT THERE

«#Teaching is the most inherently hopeful act that | know of.”

Patricia Murphy (Teacher, Ottawa)
Toronto Globe and Mail, September 11, 1996

Introduction

Patricia Murphy teaches a group of special education children. Such children,
she says are often labelled “emotionally disturbed, difficult, violent and
unteachable.” Her experience is different. She gets “to share in the progress
and achievements of a group of children who know that the odds are against
them, but learn anyway.” In Patricia Murphy's eyes, teaching is inherently
hopeful because. - -

You've got it within you to succeed in life, to be happy and to be proud
of yourself. No matter what anyone has told you, no matter what you
believe right now, you've got it.

When an individual teacher believes this, she can improve a life. When
large numbers of teachers can come to believe it, they can do a whole world
of good. There is systematic evidence that teachers who have a strong sense
of their own efficacy, who believe they can make a real difference in their
students’ lives, really do (Ashton & Webb, 1986). The prophecy is self-fulfilling.
And it works in even the most challenging communities. Hope, optimism
and self-belief among teachers are the vital wellsprings of successful learning
and positive educational change. Without them, classrooms are likely to
become barren wastelands of boredom and routine, and schools will turn into

deserts of lost opportunity.
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